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Abortion Rates — Adjournment Debate 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.02 pm]: I will not take 
long because I know that another function is to be held after this. Today a pro-life rally was conducted on the 
steps of Parliament House to commemorate the eleventh anniversary of the passage of the abortion legislation in 
this state. For those people who support pro-life matters, it marks a sad day in Western Australia’s history.  

I wanted to make that point and also to make note of the very hard work that people like Richard Egan and 
Reverend Dwight Randall have been engaged in, in raising these matters and bringing them to the public’s 
attention and educating members of Parliament and the public about life matters and the seriousness that they 
should be afforded.  

I note that over the past two days Hon Barbara Scott has raised two questions about abortion rates in this state 
since that legislation was passed. The reason I am on my feet is because I am concerned about those rates and 
their steady increase over the past 11 years, not just in the number of young women involved but also in the 
number of abortions that occur post-20 weeks’ gestation.  

My concerns are that the counselling processes that were included in that legislation at that point in time are not 
occurring to the extent that they should. I do not think anyone in this place would want to see an abortion occur 
if it could be prevented; members would want to see other options made available to women, other options that 
provide better opportunities for them. I think that given the rates that we have been presented with today, 
particularly in abortions post-20 weeks’ gestation, I have very serious concerns that perhaps those other options 
are not being afforded to those women, that the information and the counselling services are not being provided.  

I call on this government to review what is currently happening in this state about the levels of abortions and to 
review the processes and procedures currently in place and the information that is provided to women who are in 
the situation in which they may have an unplanned pregnancy. I will not say “unwanted” because I do not 
believe that any child should be referred to as unwanted, but there are unplanned pregnancies. A range of options 
are available to women, and I think we need to shift our focus away from this culture of death in which we seem 
to immerse ourselves and look at what we can do to assist women in this situation. Sometimes it is a very 
difficult decision to make. It is a decision that women sometimes make in haste and can regret for the rest of 
their lives. It is a decision that has an impact not only on them but also right across their families and, in fact, 
even extends to other generations.  

Therefore, I think this government should take the opportunity, now that the 11-year period has occurred, to 
review the legislation as it stands. I was always amazed that people considered 20 weeks to be a cut-off point, so 
I think that term should be reviewed and pulled back. We have lost the battle with abortion, but I think we should 
pull back the cut-off point. If we must have a fixed term in place, I think 12 weeks would be much more—I do 
not say acceptable because I never find abortion acceptable—palatable, I suppose, if women must have an 
abortion. However, we now find that at 20 weeks, babies are being born and surviving as our technology and 
knowledge about sustaining human life at such an early stage improves. Women can abort a baby at 20 weeks, 
but at 21 weeks or 22 weeks they can be sustained in Western Australia and go on to live long, prosperous and 
healthy lives. I call upon the government to review the current legislation and to review the 20-week cut-off at 
which women can still seek an abortion beyond that term. I find a post-20 week abortion abhorrent. I think other 
options should be made available. People might say that I have never been in that situation; however, I fell 
pregnant as a single woman and people asked me what I was going to do. Therefore, it is a situation that I have 
had to make decisions about and I have always taken the view that having a child is a gift. It is never an easy 
time but it will always work out. I think we are thinking too narrowly on this issue and we need to revisit the 
system as it currently stands; therefore, I ask the government to review the legislation, reconsider the 20-week 
period, revisit how women are offered counselling and provide some sort of mechanism to ensure that women 
are indeed offered the counselling that they are supposed to be offered because I question whether women are 
afforded appropriate counselling. 
 


